A married lady, aged 25, was 3 months' pregnant. She had five living children and was advised abortion because it was thought that frequently repeated pregnancies were likely to endanger her health. Her doctor undertook to do the operation by using one of the abortifacient pastes (Aeratus), which he believed to be safe. After the preparation of the patient, the paste was injected very slowly between the membranes and the uterine wall. There was slight bleeding and suddenly the patient had a severe fit of cough and became cyanosed. She 
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